
Fantasia on Greensleeves 
 

 
 

Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

arranged by Paul De Bra for 
accordion quintet (1, 2, 3, 4, bass) 

 
Greensleeves is an old English ballad, probably dating back to the 16th 
century, supposedly composed by Henry VIII for his future queen Anne 
Boleyn. The song became popular in the Netherlands in the version by 
Mantovani, used in the radio show Candlelight. 
The work “Fantasia on Greensleeves” appears in act IV of the opera “Sir 
John in Love”, by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958). It adds a short 
intro, and an intermezzo in different key and time signature. 
 
The arrangement for accordion quintet contains sections with bellow 
shake and tremolando, making it less easy to play than it may sound. 
 
This composition is in the public domain in countries with the reasonable 
death+50 years rule but is still under copyright in other countries (like EU 
countries and USA). 
 
A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube. 
 
This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution 
license. 
 












 





Ralph Vaughan Williams

arr. Paul De BraAdapted from the opera "Sir John in Love"
Fantasia on "Greensleeves"
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CmCmFmFmEsEsFmFmFmFmFmFm

 = ca 120

 = ca. 140

pizz. (every note long decay)

pizz.

simile (arpeggio's)

base note + chord (on S.B.)

pizz. (every chord long decay)

pizz.

div. if needed

(div. between       and
is also possible)

no, or very light
tremolo

sustain all notes sustain all notes 

light tremolo (flute)

Lento moderato

poco a poco rit.intro rubato
Lento
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AsAsCmCmFm

FFCFmCmEs

FmCmEsAsAs

AsAsCmCmFmFm

CmEsAsAsFCFmCmEsFmFm

sempre pizz.pizz.arco

pizz.arco

(bellow shake)

(very) light
tremolo, or else

(bellow shake)

div. if needed
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FCFmCmEs

 = ca. 90

pizz.

pizz.

(tip: use triplets to play 24 notes per bar instead of 32)

light tremolo, or else 
tremolando, start with lower note

(tip: use triplets to play 24 notes per bar instead of 32)

tremolando, start with upper note

(           )

Allegretto

E

D
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cresc.

arco

cresc.

arco

cresc.

arco

cresc.

(non cresc.)

Solo Cadenza rall.
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AsAsFFCFm

FmFmEsEsFmFm

CmEsFmFmCmCm

FmFmFmFm

pizz.

pizz.
arco

simile (arpeggio's)

base note + chord (on S.B.)

pizz.

div. if needed

(or div. between       and        )

sustain all notes sustain all notes 

poco a poco rit. (ad lib)
Lento moderato
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FCFm

CmCmFmFmCmEs

CmEsAsAs

AsAsFF

CFmCmEsAsAsCmCmFmFmCmEs

sempre pizz.

(bellow shake)

rit. (ad lib.)

(bellow shake)

PDB 3/12/22For more arrangements, check out www.de-bra.nl/arrangements.html

J
































































6 Fantasia on "Greensleeves"

Creative Commons Attribution


