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Poem by Bruce Blunt
Very slow and quiet
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“When He is King we will give him the King's gifts, |
Myrrh for its sweetness, and goid foi a crown.
Beautful robes,” said the young girlto Joseph,
Fair with her first-born on Bethlechem Down.

- 1.
Bethlchem Down is full of the starlight—
Winds for the spices, and stars for the gold,
Mary for slecp, and for lullaby music.

Songs of a shepherd by Bethichem

Mary for love,
fold. Sor

MACKENZIE.

A MUSICIAN’S MEMORIES.
bt

Sir Alexander Mack Musician's
Narrative - is one of the fow ey tahn‘ with
artistic and personal experience w
at a sitting. Its interest never flags for an in-
stash, and when we have reached the lasi page
from a man we

ir Alexandor tells the story of a Life vich in
xp.x..m.nd iovements in  simple, straigh
formard maane that ia of & piace with » sature
in which great modesty aud great ability are
moss hipplly ended. ' Ho never stames the
£ a judge of men and their actions.
Feggmis rather the speciator Ioaking back upon
the incidents of a drama he has witnessed in
which thers were some merry and some sad
scenes; ho roviews his impressions of it with
kiudly feelings, and, on the whole, we gather
that be enjoyed it all. He weighs up the evi-
dence_and puts it before the reader without
bias, recalling the philosopher who has siead-
fastly refused to answer one wrong word with
suother, but llowed bis actions (0 prove bis
argument a s good. If a critic has
diparaged English mum or English musicians,
Sir' Alotand o1 argue the point, which,
being one of taste and penetration, could not
1o satistaciory conchusions, - Ho produces his
denco and a o thr ourseives, 1t
ollows shat 0 honest and kindly a personality,
50 serene an attitude, wins over and quickly the
Rears of the reader.
FRIENDSHIP WITH RICHTER.
hold our attention and
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S0 many men of eminence, that one cannot
marvel at the richness of his store of
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dotes are mever expressions of a wit
7 or may not be of high qualty. He ap
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o snlighten us and o mich bumanity
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Fans Richier
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0 Bach. Whatever they did say lost its sting
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comfort in the darl
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toricatlly are those deal ern music m

Engiand and_ Sir Alaatder's priocy palship o

the R.A.M. Yet one’s rt with pl

cu ons w his en y

legson i orchestra:
tion he ever had. F ‘were laid the founda-
tions of that wide knowledge of art, of the d
undmundm‘ that were to give him the .umon'y
influence he later exercised with such
happy results for ¢ for all Britiah musicians.
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By ROBIN H. LEGGE.
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The carol is onee more amongst us, and with
every Christmastide comes the same effort to
explain the origin of the carol, and to show
association with Christmas. All Jexi-
cographers are examined, but, nevertheless,
nothing even approximately new is evolved.

am firmly convinced that the origin of the carol 1s
lost in the Hinterland of time, and I am as cer-
tain that the carol in its first instance had only
this connection with Christmas, that Christmas
f the milestones in the course of the
Christian, and ©o doubt also the Pagan, year.
How often have I old the story hero of how, in
the days of my youth, I collected tho carols of

Cors

tivals, at the cider-pressing, at weddings, and
20 on und 50 forth—the accent on the dascing.
In that part of Cornwall, about half-way between
Bude and Launceston, 5o village would use the
carols (song or dance) that emansted from
another village. But the dance was as important
as the song—a point ignored by mdm yritees
on the subject. The carol we print to-day on
thia page s of extreme beauty, aad is Apk.llwy

writhen for w by oue of the mest sirikingly
o amecienl il s Soamiry. 1 oo
mesd . o ol and .undry, and wish all my
readers the very best of good wishes for the
season.
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A day or two ago T had a letter from our
very old friend, Fernandez Arbos, conductor of
e Madrid Symphooy Orchestra, who goes, as
0 all otber conductors of roputs, to New Yock
in course of th rbos tells me that
from tho middl of el e hom aleond ocm
ducted twelve concerts of this orchestra, Harold
Bauer and Iturbi being among the soloists ; and
that with thé chir {rom Pamplons be bas par
formed Brahms's **
“ Missa Solennis,”
Ravel's ** Daphnis a:
A ek e bnts Sihnthe i o
ing Arbos, for long connected with the profes
mal department of the R.C.M.,
conduct at
Feb. 28,
two concerts in Paris, an
nual Spanish tour of the aforesaid orchestra—
a tour which comprises no less than eighty con-
certs in almost as many towns! Imagine what
this meass.

o
The International String Quartet (MM,
Mangeot and Boris Pecker, Howard and

Hague, under the
anspioes of the Netherland-English Society.
Moeran

Qumeu
Will
o v.mou, Tw

and Vaughan

By E. J
Soote!

ies of

Pumll e l‘em Warlock transcribed in
B Brivah Musenm, and André Mangeot has
edited and published through Curwen
clormance of {ais schetse we bevedcast, and

fore the Hogue coacert the Quartet had .1.-...4\

appeared at Mons, Lille, and subsequently in
Paris.
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When He is King they mll clothe him in grave sheets
Myrrh for embalming. and wood for a crou
He that lies now in the white arms of Mary
Sleeping so lightly on Bethlchem Down.

w.

Here He has peace and a short while for dreaming,
Close-huddled oxen to keep him from cold,

and for luliaby music

of a shepherd by Bethlehem fold.

BRAHMS-SCHUMANN.
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the history not only of music bat of the world.
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of scandal ever sullied the b/md that, ummd
Johaunes Brahms to Clara Schumann. What
361l more remarkable, the friendship fite i per-
fectly with what we know of Brahms's character
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* “The Letters of Ciara Schumany and Johanaes
Brahms.” (London : Arpoid. 308.)
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